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The 60 closed and semi-closed spaces,
three courtyards and a multitude of
passages and staircases of the mud-brick
house were all in derelict state. After
removing debris, shoring structures,
rebuilding ceilings and protecting the
roofs, the building was surveyed and
examined for ‘incorrect’ interventions.
Mechanical and electrical systems were
introduced where none had existed,
with channels beneath the courtyard
feeding risers and ducts throughout the
house. The south-west wing of the upper
floor provides office space for the
Manouchehri Foundation and Institute
for Historic Cities, a local NGO that aims
to protect, preserve and promote historic
places, giving them contemporary
relevance. The restored house also
contains space for large gatherings and
guest rooms for visiting academics.
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